DREAM HOME: BRONTE Stephen Crafti
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A Victorian facade gives little hint of
the ultra-modern extension behind.
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AUCTION on site al 12 Dulconghi St.
Crescent Head at 11am Sat 12th Dec 2009

DAVID MAXWELL 0412 653 102

South West Rocks 6566 6116

Crescent Head

Pancramic Ocean Views

Truly a magnificent home with prestige written all
over it. This quality three badroom home plus
bedmom fully self contained flat with its own private
antrance is admired by all who walk past ils doors.
The main bedroom features walk-in-robe plus large
ansuite whils the expansive Iving areas anjoy an
open plan taking in the spectaculas

]

includes two double lockup gan
enjoys one of the best views in ¢

Fardcn. it wasn't large enough for a
amily of five and still required
considerable work.

“There weren't sufficient bedrooms, or
a separate area for the children to play,”
Glover says. And although the owners
weren't clear about the form the new
wing should take, they wanted to be able
to watch their children from as many
aspects as possible within the home.
“The youngest is only 10 months old,
ght lines were important.”
rm Follows Function retained the
original four rooms and removed a lean-
to, which contained the kitchen,
bathroom and laundry. The new wing,
built in glazed bricks and timber (first
is clearly distinguishable from the
original structure. “Fortunately, the front
rooms were in reasonably good
condition,” Glover says. “They still had
the open fireplaces and cornices.”

Old and new

On one side of the hallway, two rooms
were opened up to form a large rumpus
room for the children, while on the other
are a guest bedroom and new bathroom-
powder room.

“Often the front room of a terrace is
used for formal entertaining but our
clients are fairly informal. It made more
sense to keep the children at a relatively
close range,” Glover says.

While the view to the street is through
arched Victorian windows, the vista to
the back garden is streamlined and

We used the skylight ... as a point
of separation between the adults’
and children's bedrooms.

Keith Glover, architect

contemporary. The transition point
between the old and new sections is an
American oak staircase with timber
treads that “pierce” the floor-to-ceiling
timber balustrades.

“There's a little bit of Charles Rennie
Mackintosh [an architect who operated
in the early 20th century and was
considered the first modernist] to this
design,” Glover says.

Past the staircase, the new open-plan
kitchen, living and dining areas are
completely open to maximise the
northern aspect and garden views. Glass
and aluminium bifold doors can be
opened out to allow for a seamless

transition between the indoor and
outdoor spaces.

“Our clients wanted to blur the
division between indoors and out,”
Glover says. “They also wanted to see the
children when they are in the garden.”

The finishes
As there are no formal divisions in the
living areas, Form Follows Function
delineated the open-plan space with the
use of flooring materials. The floor in the
lounge is timber, while the floor in the
kitchen is basalt. “We wanted to open up
the house as much as possible,” says
Glover, who included in the kitchen a

gl d-glass splashback that doubl
as a window to a side garden.
“Eventually, the side wall will be covered
with vines.”

Form Follows Function used a limited
palette of materials for the kitchen.
American oak joinery features, while the
cupboards below the island bench are
finished in polyurethane. An American
oak table extends from the central island
bench. Balanced on a single chrome leg,
it acts as a gathering point.

Family-friendly

Because the children are young, the brief
was for all the bedrooms to be on the
first floor. “We used the skylight along
the corridor as a point of separation
between the adults’ and children’s
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Sans frontieres ... (left) bifold doors allow a seamless transition to the outdoor spaces; (above) the
living and dining areas are completely open to the garden. Photos: Marcus Clinton
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